EGYPT                                 47

teenth century there have been stirrings of spiritual revival,
mainly among the laity, but they have been obstructed by the
attitude of the Patriarchate, the upper clergy and the monasteries;
this is one of the causes of the numerous conflicts which have
occurred between the Patriarch and the General Council of the
Community.

No doubt this spiritual stagnation is partly responsible for the
numerous defections from the Coptic Church which still take
place. Conversions to Islam are frequent, and many of the
educated youth, while remaining nominally Copts, are becoming
agnostic or atheist; the best-known Arabic writer on agnosticism
and free thought, Salama Musa, is a Copt. In addition, many of
the more religious have joined the Coptic Catholic and Protestant
Churches. The first was established during the eighteenth
century, as a result of the work of Roman Catholic missionaries;
the second in the nineteenth century, also in consequence of the
work of Western missionaries. Both have a more active life of
the spirit and mind than the Church from which they broke off.
Sometimes, but not always, the Coptic Catholics and Protestants
are included in the general term ' Copt'.

The Copts and the Nationalist Movement

The Copts are as fully Egyptian as their Moslem neighbours,
and have the same national loyalties. This is partly a matter of
sentiment, partly of necessity, since they realize that they can
never be more than ^ minority which must try to live on the
best possible terms with the majority at whose mercy it lies.
During the period of British rule, they never tried to throw in
their lot with the British as possible protectors against Moslem
domination: perhaps because they realized that sooner or later
the British would come to terms with the laationaEsts; perhaps
also because Great Britain never encouraged them to rdy upoe
her.

It is true that individual Copts co-operated with Great Britain,
but the bulk of the community threw in its lot with the natiooalist
movement, and eventually with a particular rationalist psarty,, tbe
Wafd. For twenty years the Copts as a whole were ardeatly
Wafdist, and the Copt Makram Ebeid Pasha was almost the
dominant figure of the Party, -although as a Copt it would have
i>eea difficult for him to take the first place in it.

During'this period, the Copts profited whenever the Wafd was